
 
Course Syllabus 

Harriet Wilson 
Bio. Sci. 8B, Spring 2021 

 
Course Code 48378       Fridays 9:00am – 1:35pm  
Lecture: Optional Live Zoom Presentations     Fridays 9:00am – 10:20am 
Lab Sections: Optional Live Zoom Presentations   Fridays 10:30am – 12:00 noon 
 
Contact information: 
Home phone – (916) 652-0637 
Online office hours – Tues. and Thur. evenings – phone or text (916) 599-6097 
Email options – hwilson@sierracollege.edu or microbes@mac.com 
 
Prerequisite: Completion of Bio. Sci. 8A with the grade of “C” or better. 
Advisory: Eligibility for ENGL 11 strongly recommended (this is a READING advisory). 
 
Grading: 
Your grade will be based on your percentage relative to the total point accumulation, and is earned by 
you, not given to you by your instructor. Letter grades will be assigned as follows:  
90-100% = A, 80-90% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D and below 60% = F 
 
Points can be earned by completing the following: 
Lecture midterm exam (100 points)    100 points 
Lecture Final exam (200 points)    200 points 
Laboratory exam (150 points)     150 points 
Lecture quizzes (5 or more, 20 points each)   100 points 
Laboratory quizzes (5 or more, 10 points each)  50 points 
Homework assignments (10 or more, most = 20 points) 200 points 
Physiological Unknown #1     50 points 
Physiological Unknown #2     50 points 
Semester project Report     70 points 
Estimated total      >900 points 
 
Quiz and Exam Format: 
The format for lecture quizzes and exams can readily be observed in the microbiology study guide, and 
will include definitions of key terms, fill-in-the-blank, short answers, matching and occasionally 
diagrammatic type questions. There will be NO multiple-choice/true-false questions used for lecture 
materials. All lecture and laboratory quizzes will be posted on Canvas and will have specific time 
requirements for their completion. Lecture quizzes will cover material presented in lecture (typically the 
two lecture sessions preceding the quiz date). Laboratory quizzes will cover material emphasized and/or 
recorded during previous laboratory sessions, e.g., observations made, results determined, calculations 
required, etc. Laboratory quiz format will vary. 
Lecture Exams are scheduled to occur on days without laboratory presentations. The time allotted for the 
lecture midterm exam during an “on ground” class would be 1 hour and 35 minutes (one lecture period). 
The time allotted for the online lecture midterm will be eight hours unless otherwise specified. The time 
allotted for “on-ground” final exams is typically two hours, but for this class will be twelve hours unless 
otherwise specified. The time allotted for the online laboratory exam will be 24 hours unless otherwise 
specified. 
Exam “papers” will not be accepted if they are not turned in within the allotted time.   
 



 
NOTE – Please record the dates established for the completion of examinations and make arrangements 
to acquire the time needed for their completion. Also please recognize that these time allotments have 
already taken into account extra time typically granted students with disabilities. If you feel you cannot 
meet these deadlines, please contact me ASAP. 
 
At home Laboratory Protocols: 
Under normal circumstances, microbiology is a lab intensive class (three hours of lab for every 1.5 hours 
of lecture). Students working in the microbiology laboratory are expected to learn and apply specific 
skills, e.g., aseptic technique, proper manipulation of live microbial cultures, microscopy, etc. You will 
not be provided with take-home laboratory kits this semester, but will hopefully have retained some 
knowledge gained last fall. This semester you will be required to complete several homework 
assignments involving the observation and analysis of data provided online. You will also be required to 
access NCBI and other online databases. Laboratory “Worksheets” will not be submitted this semester, 
but you will be expected to pay attention to and utilize laboratory information provided to you.  
 
Makeups: 
Makeup quizzes covering lecture materials will be essay type and will NOT include extra credit. If you 
miss the midterm exam, the makeup for that will also be essay type and will not include extra credit. The 
lecture final exam and laboratory exam cannot be made up, i.e., must be taken on or before the days 
scheduled. Makeups for laboratory quizzes will NOT be available.  
 
Extra Credit: 
Extra credit options WILL NOT be provided on an individual basis. All extra credit options will be 
presented to the class as a whole. 
 
Required Text and Related Materials: 
Text – There is no required text for this class; however the page numbers associated with the lecture 
schedule are from Tortora, Funke and Case, Microbiology, an Introduction, 12th edition. Similar 
information can be obtained in a Microbiology text available through OpenStax, ISBN 1938168143, 
www.openstax.org/details/microbiology.  
Lab Manual – Wilson, H. and Warren, S., Microbiology Laboratory Syllabus, Exercises and Questions, 
Tu-Th Night Section, July 2017 (online only – microsc.net)  - Fall 2019 paper version is similar.  
Microbiology Study Guide (online only), Microbiology Lecture Syllabus (online only) 
 
On-line Assistance: 
Canvas will be used extensively for this class, but additional online assistance will be provided through 
the Microbiology Web site (http://microsc.net/materials/4net/index_hw.html), and through email contact 
with your instructor. Frequent and reliable access to a computer with a good Internet connection and a 
web browser are essential to passing this class. To access Canvas, go to:  http://sierra.instructure.com  
Login with your MySierra login and password. Announcements will be posted on the Microbiology 
Web site and on Canvas frequently throughout the semester, and regular visits to both sites are highly 
recommended.  
 
Although lectures and the lab syllabus are available on the website, students are expected to access 
lecture and laboratory presentations posted on Canvas, and are responsible for obtaining the information 
presented there. My Canvas presentations are being updated this semester and may include information 
not present in the online lectures. Make sure your “View All Pages” on Canvas and keep up with your 
assignments. Completion of the two Physiological Unknowns and your semester project will require that 
you participate fully and think about microbiology. I will not conduct any metabolic tests for your 
project isolates until after you tell me what tests you want conducted and why.  
 



 
Additional Information: 
Individuals enrolled in Bio. Sci. 8B are expected to be conscientious students serious about learning 
microbiology. In the interest of maintaining optimum learning opportunities, please abide by the 
following: 
1) Access and utilize all lecture and laboratory presentations; read assigned materials/exercises 

carefully and engage your brain!  
2) Be respectful of other students, get to know one another and work together. Microbiology is much 

more enjoyable if you make it social, and you will learn better by helping others learn. 
3) Observe the principles of ethical conduct in your treatment of fellow members of the academic 

community and in the accomplishment of academic work. – Cheating precipitates hostility! 
4) Recognize that meeting the deadlines for adding or dropping this class is your responsibility. 
5) Recognize that flash cards, the Internet, the study guide and mnemonic devices are your "friends". 
 
If you are uncertain about anything relative to this class, please ask your instructor.  
 
The Official Student Learning Outcomes for BIOL 000B are as follows: 
 
CSLO 1. Describe metabolic and genetic pathways of microbial cells and the replication processes of 

viruses. 
CSLO 2. Describe the human immune system and the importance of vaccination against 

microorganisms and viruses to human herd immunity. 
CSLO 3. Perform modern genetic techniques used in the identification of microorganisms and 

recombinant DNA technology. 
 
Title IX Requirement – Sierra College instructional staff, Fall 2020 

Sierra College is committed to providing a safe learning environment, free of harassment and 
discrimination, as described by Title IX, federal and state law, and District policies found on our 
website. It is my goal that you feel you can share information related to your life experiences in 
classroom discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings, and I will seek to keep 
information you share private to the greatest extent possible. However, as an instructor, I am 
encouraged to connect students who share information about incidents of gender-based discrimination, 
violence, or harassment with a Title IX Campus Advocate, all of whom are trained counselors. Through 
a referral to the Campus Advocates, students receive the best information possible regarding appropriate 
on and off campus support, services, resources, and options for filing a complaint. Additionally, our 
local community organizations provide confidential support and resources to survivors of sexual assault 
and intimate partner violence and are available 24/7. 

• STAND UP PLACER (Placer County) (800) 575-5352  
• Community Beyond Violence (Nevada County) (530) 272-3467 
• Sierra Community House (Tahoe/Truckee) (800) 736-1060 
• WEAVE (Sacramento County) (916) 920-2952 

 


